Tagish Advisory Council 
First Council Meeting after Municipal Elections 
November 4, 2009, 7.30 p.m. at Community Hall 

Present: Mike Bartsch, Mary Ann Lewis, Anne Middler, Paul Dabbs Secretary: Kurt Gantner 
Guests: Stephen Pike, Marie Rose, Rob Lewis, Wendi Dawson, Maureen Dastous, Claude Dastous, Denis Bouchard, Charlotte Estrada, B.J. Bayne, Leslie Barnes. 
Special Guests: Laura Prentice, Community Advisor; Wes Wirth, Manager of Operations and Programs; Christopher Boland, Fire Smart Officer 


1. Call to Order: 7.30 p.m. 


2. Adoption of Agenda: none 
Moved: Mary Ann Lewis Seconded: Paul Dabbs Motion: carried 


3. Adoption of minutes: No changes Moved: Mike Bartsch Seconded: Mary Ann Lewis Motion: carried 


4. Council Members required to sign two oaths 
Three out of four board members have already signed their oaths, the fourth will have it done by tomorrow. 
• Appointing a Chair Person 
Mike Bartsch made the motion that Paul Dabbs become the Chair Person 
Moved: Mike Bartsch Seconded: Mary Ann Lewis Motion: carried 
• Appointing a Treasurer 
Mary Ann Lewis made the motion that Mike Bartsch become Treasurer 
Moved: Mary Ann Lewis Seconded: Paul Dabbs Motion: carried 

5. Delegations: 
 Christopher Boland,( Fire Smart Officer and two colleagues from Wildfire Management joined this meeting to report on the actual Fire Smart situation in Tagish: 
First of all, the Fire Smart Areas in Tagish are proposed based on a survey from 2002/2003. Since then the Taku Subdivision has been identified is as the most at risk area in Tagish. 
Chris asked the meeting to raise any concerns about the areas staked for clearing this year. Denis Bouchard indicated that residences at the far end of Taku Subdivision would lose their Green Belts. Chris explained that there are no Green Belts in Tagish. It’s just Crown land between individual properties. Green Belts have to be recognized through a Zoning Process, which has not happened in Tagish. 
Chris and his colleagues stated that a structural loss could be possible within an hour from the start of a wildfire and a tactical decision not to send fire fighters into such a high fuel area like the end of Taku Subdivision is a possibility. 
Paul Dabbs suggested that Wildfire Management, in coordination with the TVFD, set up a meeting with residents who are potentially affected. Mary Ann Lewis encouraged everybody to approach their neighbors who might be affected once a meeting time has been determined. Denis Bouchard preferred a weekend meeting as some residents were not here full time. Fire Smart will get back to the LAC with a possible date for such a meeting. 
It was also suggested that a larger community meeting would be a good idea next Spring to remind residents of the purpose of the program and to reiterate how decisions on areas to be cleared are made. 

 Wes Wirth,( Manager of Operations and Programs, Community Services updated the meeting on the latest improvements at the Yukon Territory Dumpsites and especially the Tagish Dump which will be soon turned into a Transfer Station. 
Tomorrow YTG will go public with their Solid Waste Action Plan which will be soon available on the YTG Website. 
The retaining walls for the transfer bins are built in and according to the contractor the bins can be brought out any time. 
Some structural work such as facilities for household hazard waste, batteries and an attendance shelter , which should hooked up with power, will need to be done. All structures will be on skids so that they can be moved as required. 
The facility will be manned in the nearer future and there will be no burning of household garbage. 
The priority steps for the TAC will be to inform and explain those improvements to all Citizens of Tagish. For this reason Anne Middler volunteered to design a flyer which will be distributed at the November 15th Pancake Breakfast & Craft Sale @ the Community Hall. The back of this flyer will be a survey, to find out the needs of the residents. This might help the TAC in negotiating the hours for the manned facility with Community Services. The TAC will solicit further input with a community meeting on Saturday November 21th, 2009 from 2.00 P.M. – 4.00 P.M., which will be attended by Wes Wirth, Community Services. 

 As Jay Lester, Animal Welfare( Officer couldn’t join the meeting, his supervisor Wes Wirth responded to concerns raised by Leslie Barnes. Leslie explained that she had sent a complaint in writing about severe dog abuse and there was no response till today. Leslie will give a copy of her original letter to Wes, so that he can follow up and get back to her. 
Mike Bartsch asked if all the legislation is in place by now and what happens when a complaint is brought forward. Wes stated that all the legislation for the Animal Welfare Officer is in place and that Jay Lester will act immediately on any future complaint. 

6. Reports: Financial 
There was no Financial Report for lack a Treasurer. Mike Bartsch made the motion for two invoices to be paid: 

Hall Rental 
Secretary Services 

Moved: Mike Bartsch Seconded: Mary Ann Lewis Motion: carried 


7. Correspondence: postponed to the next meeting 

8. Old Business: already done 

9. New Business: already done 

10. Question Period: none 

11. Adjournment: 9.55 P.M. 

Next meeting December 2nd , 2009 

Approved by:_____________________ ________________________ 
                        Kurt Gantner, Secretary                Paul Dabbs, Chair
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